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We are deeply concerned by reports that a mob killed ten individuals, Muslim pilgrims, pulling them from a
bus and beating them to death near the border of Rakhine State and Bago division in Burma on June 3. We
are saddened by this tragic loss of life. The United States condemns these acts of violence.

We welcome the Government’s creation on June 7 of an investigative committee to look into the incident,
and for its public statements pledging to expose the truth and to take legal action against the perpetrators of
this violent act. We encourage authorities to pursue this investigation in an expeditious and transparent
manner that respects due process and the rule of law.

Burmese people—of all backgrounds—have a role to play, along with the government, in building a tolerant,
peaceful, rights-respecting society governed by the rule of law. We urge all parties to exercise restraint, to
refrain from violence, and to uphold principles of nondiscrimination, respect, and religious freedom.
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